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The Honorable Richard Durbin
Senator of the State of [Hlinois
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building

‘ashington. D.C. 2 PN
Washington. D.C. 20510 na (et Ne. (550
Dear Senator Durbin: (O bt h i 45

[ am writing to urge you to please discourage the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) from capping
the Universal Service Fund (USF) for wireless providers. Capping the USF will only harm residents of rural
[llinois who rely on the fund for guality telecommunications networks for public safety and continued economic
development.

As vou know, the USF ensures that rural communities across Illinois (and America) have access to modern and
atfordable telecommunications infrastructure. We need to ensure that the USF is administered so that rural
residents can enjoy the public safety, health and economic development benefits that residents of lllinois” more
urban areas already enjoy.

A proposed cap jeopardizes these funds. The FCC is considering freezing USF funding for wireless carriers at
2006 levels. A single wireless provider in lllinois received just $1,971 from the USF 1n 2006. Because the
[llinois Commerce Commission is considering whether to allow additional carriers to draw from the federal
fund, a cap at this point in time would prevent Illinois trom receiving millions of USF dollars in the years to
come - funds that would help expand rural cell phone networks in the state and strengthen our resources for
public safety and economic development.

We estimate the impact ot a cap on USF funding for wireless will cost Illinois over $10 million in federal
support each year. This is especially untair because [Hlinois consumers pay over 5260 million into the fund each
year, most of which goes to other states.

To compound matters, neighboring states such as lowa, Wisconsin, Indiana and Kentucky will continue to take
in millions of dollars annually to upgrade their wireless networks, while Illinots will be capped at approximately
$1.971 per year.

The FCC created the USF to ensure that telecommunications technology doesn’t leave rural communitics
behind.

Rural Illinois deserves the same quality service as our big cities, but that can only happen by protectiné; and

expanding - the USF, Mo. of Copies ren'd_
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[ hope you will consider this request and encourage the FCC to protect this vital program. Your attention to this
matter will go a long way toward helping the citizens of rural Hlinois,

Sincerely,

Jay C. Hoffman
State Representative
112" District

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Docket No. 05-337




DISTRICT OFFICES:

126 VANDALIA, SUITE 1
COLLINSVILLE, [LLINOIS 62234
618/345-2176

hoffman@legis state il.us

216 CRANE STREET
EDWARDSVILLE, 1. 62025
618/692-9710G

(BY APPOINTMENT)

1310 NIEDRINGHAUS

G5

MAJORITY FLOOR LEADER

COMMITTEES:
TRANSPORTATTON-CHAIRMAN
JUDICIARY 1-CIVIL LAW
LABOR

WORKERS COMP, UNEMPLOYMENT INS.
SUB-CHAIRMAN

GRANITE CITY, IL 62040
618/877-9098
{BY APPOINTMENT)

JAY C. HOFFMAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE - 112TH DISTRICT

CAPITOL ADDRESS:

263-S STRATTON BUILDING
SPRINGFIELD. ILLINOIS 62706
217/782-8018

May 25, 2007

The Honorable Barack Obama
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Dear Senator Obama:

[ am writing to urge you to please discourage the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) from capping
the Universal Service Fund (USF) for wireless providers. Capping the USF will only harm residents of rural
Minois whe rely on the fund for quality telecommunications networks for public safety and continued economic
development.

As you know, the USF ensures that rural communities across lllinois (and America) have access to modern and -
affordable telecommunications infrastructure. We need to ensure that the USF is administered so that rural

residents can enjoy the public safety, health and economic development benefits that residents of Illinois’ more

urban areas alrcady enjoy.

A proposed cap jeopardizes these funds. The FCC is considering freezing USF funding for wireless carriers at
2006 levels. A single wireless provider in [llinois received just $1,971 from the USF in 2006. Because the
linois Commerce Commission is considering whether to allow additional carriers to draw from the federal
tund, a cap at this point in time would prevent lllinois from receiving millions of USF dollars in the years to
come — funds that would help expand rural cell phone networks in the state and strengthen our resources tor
public safety and economic development.

We estimate the impact of a cap on USF funding for wireless will cost Hllinois over $10 million n federal
support each year. This is especially unfair because Illinois consumers pay over $260 million into the fund each
year, most of which goes to other states.

To compound matters, neighboring states such as [owa, Wisconsin, Indiana and Kentucky will continue to take
in millions of dollars annually to upgrade their wireless networks, while Illinois will be capped at approximately
$1.971 per year.

The FCC created the USF to ensure that telecommunications technology doesn’t leave rural communities
behind.

Rural lllinois deserves the same quality service as our big cities, but that can only happen by protecting — and
expanding  the USF. No. of Copies reo'd ;
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I hope you will consider this request and encourage the FCC to protect this vital program. Your attention to this
matter will go a long way toward helping the citizens of rural Illinois.

Sincerely,

Jay C. Hoffman
State Representative
112" District

cc: Federal Communications Commission, Docket No. 05-337




